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Homework 1: Identify Characteristics of Models
Instructions: Open the Wolf Sheep Predation model in Netlogo.  Run it a few times and change some parameters to get a feeling for how it works and what it does.  Then answer the questions below about the modeling approach used for this model.  You can also look at the Information tab of the Netlogo model and go through the "Things to Notice" and "Things to Try" suggestions to help you explore the model's behavior.  But your purpose here is to understand modeling better, not necessarily to understand wolf/sheep predation better.  Type your answers (as well as your name and email) on this sheet and email it to me (bramson@umich.edu) by Friday at noon.  If you want to meet on Thursday just let me know (by email or 734-730-0031) and we can set up a time and place.
1) What type(s) of model is this?

2) What kinds of agents are there?

3) Is there any agent-agent interaction? Describe.

4) Is there any agent-world interaction? Describe.

5) What is the world like?  (e.g. bounded or wrapped edges, value space, etc.)

6) Examine the parameters on the GUI, are there any obvious hidden parameters?

7) What does the model report and display as output?  What is missing?

8) How does changing the parameters affect model behavior?

9) How do different settings of parameters affect performance?

10) What else could you use this model for (in whole or in part)?

11) Anything else worth noticing and commenting on?  

12) Any strange behavior that might point to a flaw in the model?
